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Queen Elizabeth I – She was Queen while Shakespeare was writing, and supported him, known as being a patron. Protestantism became the official religion of 
England which angered many Catholics, and led to much conflict. Shakespeare may be referencing this in ‘Romeo and Juliet’, with the two warring families as 
symbols for the feuds occurring in England at that time. Nurses – employed by wealthy families to feed and care for their children and were often closer with them 
than their noble parents. 
The Humours – Elizabethans believed the body contained four ‘humours’: blood, phlegm, yellow bile and black bile. The amount you had of each determined your 
personality. People with too much phlegm are emotional. People with too much blood are irresponsible and gluttonous. People with too much yellow bile  are 
violent and vengeful. People with too much black bile are depressed and self- centred. Mercutio is known as being changeable in his outlook as Mercury, the metal, 
is liquid at room temperature and therefore capricious. 
Bubonic Plague/Black Death – killed many people. Sufferers were quarantined in their houses, with a red ‘X’ painted on the door, and left to die. 

Vocabulary  
Patriarchy 
Predicament  
Amorous 
Fate  
Abhor 
Adversary 
Arbitrate 
Lament 
Guileless 
Intermediary 
Canker 
Cosmos 
Prodigious 
Impetuous  
Rancour 
Apothecary 
Chastity 
Celestial 
Banishment 
Feud 
Disparage 
Fortune 
Capricious 
Malcontent 
Antagonist 
Solemnity 
Rogue 
Objectify 
Virtuous 
Portent 
Vulnerability 
Development 
Inevitable 
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Prologue 
‘Two households, both alike in dignity’ ‘Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean’ 

‘A pair of star-cross’d lovers’ with a ‘death-mark’d love’  

Act 1 
Benvolio: ‘I do but keep the peace’ (Sc. 1) Lord Capulet, to Paris: ‘let two more summers wither in their pride’ (Sc. 2) 
Tybalt, about Romeo: ‘By the stock and honour of my kin, to strike him dead I hold it not a sin’ (Sc. 5) Tybalt: ‘A villain that is hither come in spite to scorn at our solemnity this night.’ (Sc. 5) 

Juliet, about Romeo: ‘My grave is like to be my wedding bed.’(Sc. 5) Romeo, about Juliet: ‘she doth teach the torches to burn bright’ (Sc. 5) 

Act 2 
Juliet, about Romeo: ‘Tis but thy name that is my enemy’ (Sc. 2) Friar: ‘This alliance may so happy prove to turn your household rancour to pure love’  

Friar Lawrence: ‘Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.’ (Sc. 3) Friar Lawrence: ‘These violent delights have violent ends’ (Sc. 6) 

Act 3 
Tybalt, to Romeo: ‘thou art a villain’ (Sc. 1) Mercutio: ‘a plague o’ both your houses’ (Sc. 1) 

Mercutio: ‘ask for me to-morrow, and you shall find me a grave man.’ (Sc. 1) Romeo: ‘O, I am fortune’s fool!’ (Sc. 1) 
Lord Capulet, about Juliet: ‘I think she will be ruled in all respects by me’ (Sc. 4) Lady Capulet, about Juliet: ‘I would the fool were married to her grave’ (Sc.5) 

Lord Capulet, about Juliet: ‘Hang thee young baggage, disobedient wretch!’ (Sc. 5) Nurse, to Juliet, about Paris: ‘I think it best you married with the County’ (Sc. 5) 

Act 4 
Juliet, to Friar Lawrence: ‘I long to die if what thou speak’st speak not of remedy’ Lord Capulet, about Juliet: ‘Death is my son-in-law, Death is my heir’ 

Lord Capulet: ‘With my child my joys are buried’  

Act 5 
Romeo: ‘here lies Juliet, and her beauty makes/ This vault a feasting presence full of  light’ Juliet: ‘O, happy dagger! This is thy sheath; there rest, and let me die.’ 
Capulet: ‘O brother Montague, give me thy hand’ Prince: ‘all are punish’d’ 

Montagues Capulets 
Romeo Benvolio Mercutio Juliet Tybalt Nurse 

Melancholic 
Quixotic 
Ardent  

Amorous 

Appeasing 
Sincere 

Stalwart 

Arbitrator 

Anarchic 

Impulsive 
Precocious 
Capricious 

Idealistic 
Guileless 
Resolute 
Virtuous 

Volatile 
Incendiary 
Malcontent 
Adversary 

Maternal 
Uncouth 

Arbitrator 
Impetuous 
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Patriarchal societies are ones where men are dominant, and have control over women e.g. by choosing who they would marry. 
Fate - the belief that your life is mapped out for you, or ‘written in the stars’. Many Elizabethans believed God decided your fate, and that astrology 
could help you identify your course in life. This is linked to predetermination and destiny. 
Greek Tragedy hinges on the idea of pity and fear, we pity Romeo and Juliet their fate and we fear characters full of malcontent like Tybalt.  @awaken_english 



 


