
Through the gap peeps the hobbit’s little head. Before 

him lies the bottom-most cellar or dungeon hall of the 

ancient dwarves right at the Mountain’s root. It is 

almost dark so that it’s vastness can only be dimly 

guessed, but rising from the near side of the rocky floor 

there is a great glow. The glow of Smaug! 

There he lay, a vast red-golden dragon, fast asleep; 

thrumming came from his jaws and nostrils, and wisps 

of smoke, but his fires were low in slumber. Beneath 

him, under all his limbs and his huge coiled tail, and 

about him on all sides stretching away across the 

unseen floors, lay countless piles of precious things, 

gold wrought and unwrought, gems and jewels, and silver red-stained in the ruddy light. 

 Smaug lay, with wings folded like an immeasurable bat, turned partly on one side, so 

that the hobbit could see his underparts and his long pale belly crusted with gems and 

fragments of gold from his long lying on his costly bed. Behind him where the walls were 

nearest could dimly be seen coats of mail, helmets and axes, swords and spears hanging; 

and there in rows stood great jars and vessels filled with a wealth that cannot be 

guessed. In amongst it all Smaug lay breathing like the noise of a large pot galloping in 

the fire, mixed with the rumble of a gigantic tom-cat purring. 

To say that Bilbo’s breath was taken away is no description at all.  There are no words 

left to express his staggerment, since Men changed the language that they learned of 

elves in the days when all the world was wonderful.  Bilbo had heard tell and sing of 

dragon-hoard before, but the splendor, the lust, the glory of such treasure had never yet 

come home to him.  His heart was filled and pierced with enchantment and with the 

desire of the dwarves; and he gazed motionless, almost forgetting the frightful guardian, 

at the gold beyond price and count. 

 

 

Creative Writing: Description of Smaug 

Glossary: 
Vast: Great in extent or size, immense. 

Coiled: Move or twist something into 

the shape of a circle or spiral. Often 

associated with tails or snakes. 

Unwrought: Not worked on or 

finished. Here Tolkein is referring to the 

vast quantity of pure rock gold as well as 

jewellery and gems. 

Immeasurable: So large and enormous 

it cannot be fully measure or quantified. 

Used to highlight the size of Smaug 

Staggerment: To be staggered; 

astonished or deeply shocked. 
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